Meeting Minutes

Advisory Group: Legal Guardianship of a Minor by Court Petition
June 15, 2020, 1:00 to 3:00
(virtual meeting)

Meeting Attendees:

Amy Atkinson, Nannette Bowler, Del. Emily Brewer, Gayl Carr, Darcy Hubbard
Cunningham, Derek Davis, Karen Dottore, Will Egen, Sen. Barbara Favola, Leslie Frazier,
Rhonda Gardner, Allison Gilbreath, Leah Henschen, Sandra Karison, Valerie L'Herrou,
E.W. Marshall-Washington, Rebecca Morgan, Patrick Neff, Melissa O'Neill, James Pickral,
Kim Ramsey, Eric Reynolds, Carla Taylor, Rebecca Vinroot

I. Welcome and Introductions

Senator Favola welcomed the Advisory Group and the public to the meeting. Co-chair
Delegate Brewer also introduced herself.

Il. Overview of Guardianship, Entrustment, and Kinship Arrangements in Virginia
Will Egen, Policy Analyst, Commission on Youth

Senator Favola introduced Will Egen. Mr. Egen gave an overview on terms important to
today’s discussion, including: standby guardianship, guardianship of incapacitated
persons and minors, power of attorney to delegate parental or legal custodial powers,
temporary entrustment, kinship guardianship, formal and informal kinship care, and
legal custody.

This presentation can be accessed on the Commission’s webpage under the meetings
tab.

lll. Legal Framework for Virginia Child Custody Cases
Sandra Karison, Director, Court Improvement Program, Office of the Executive Secretary,
Supreme Court of Virginia

Senator Favola introduced Sandra Karison. Ms. Karison first gave an overview of the
Court Improvement Program (CIP) which is within the office of the Executive Secretary
of the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Ms. Karison then gave her presentation, which included information about case
initiation, including jurisdiction and venue, case processing, and court referrals and
orders; custody and visitation arrangements, including best interests of the child, third-
party custody cases, and disposition; and post-trial remedies, including appeal and
modification.



This presentation can be accessed on the Commission’s webpage under the meetings
tab.

IV. Proposed Guardianship Model
Nannette M. Bowler, JD, Deputy Commissioner, Human Services, Virginia Department of
Social Services

Senator Favola introduced the final presenter, Nannette Bowler. Ms. Bowler presented
on the types of guardianships available in Virginia. She described a series of proposed
guardianships that Virginia could implement: temporary, general, and limited
guardianship.

Ms. Bowler answered several questions about her presentation, which was then
followed by the Advisory Group Round Table Discussion.

This presentation can be accessed on the Commission’s webpage under the meetings
tab.

V. Advisory Group Round Table Discussion

Senator Favola started the round table discussion by discussing the benefits of using
case management as a part of any guardianship arrangement. Allison Gilbreath from
Voices added ways that case management could and should be made flexible.

Further discussion was had on goals of a guardianship arrangement, including using it as
a prevention tool.

Other questions and comments focused on a desire to protect parents’ rights as a part
of what is being contemplated, the concerns surrounding school placement authority of
grandparents with respect to grandchildren in their care, as well as ways to use kinship
navigator programs.

Delegate Brewer also commented on how she has seen the need for families to have a
more simplified way to seek help and resources and to understand their rights and
responsibilities.

VI. Next Steps and Adjournment

Senator Favola asked that Commission staff review for the group the next steps that will
follow this meeting. Mr. Egen said that a follow up date for a second Advisory Group
would be scheduled and that meeting would include presentations from the ABA and
Generations United. The next meeting will also include a round table discussion on draft
recommendations.



The meeting adjourned a few minutes before 3 p.m.

The video of this meeting can be found at the following link: Meeting Video Archive.



https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00304/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20200625/-1/13272

