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STUDENT-ATHLETE CONCUSSION STUDY 

OTHER STATES’ HIGHLIGHTS

Legislation related to traumatic brain injury related to student-athletes typically address one or more of the following three categories:	Comment by William Egen: These are based on recommendations presented in the International Concussion Consensus Statement. The Consensus Statement was developed by experts in the field and includes the latest science available on concussion in sports.

· Education and/or training on concussion recognition and appropriate responses;
· The removal of a student-athlete from play in the event of a suspected concussion; and
· The return of a student-athlete to play after evaluation and clearance by a designated health care provider.

Some states employ additional methods that focus on emergency preparedness, including identifying health care professionals available for games; ensuring safer play by limiting the amount of contact during practices; improving awareness by collecting data from schools about the number of concussions incurred; and managing return to school by utilizing a concussion management team[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Retrieved from: http://www.cdc.gov/headsup/pdfs/policy/headsuponconcussioninsportspolicies-a.pdf] 


Currently Enacted law:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Washington: In 2009, Washington passed the first student-athlete concussion law known as the Zack Lystadt Law. This law required the adoption of policies for concussion management as well as the development of guidelines and forms to inform coaches and parents about the risks related to suffering a traumatic brain injury.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Retrieved from: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1824&year=2009] 


· Pennsylvania: The current law in Pennsylvania on student-athlete concussions sets forth coach suspension standards for violation of removal from play or return to play policies. Education materials for student-athletes are created by the Department of Health and the Department of Education and distributed online. Parents and student-athletes must sign an acknowledgment indicating that they have received and reviewed the aforementioned education materials. Also, once every school year a coach must complete a concussion management certification training at no cost to the school. [footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Retrieved from: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&sessYr=2011&sessInd=0&bilbillB=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0200&pn=1637.  ] 


· Michigan: Legislation was enacted in 2013. The Department of Community Health (MDCH) must create educational materials and a training program. Coaches, employees, volunteers, and other adults involved in the participation of youth athletics are required to take the training program and parents and athletes must acknowledge their receipt of the educational material developed by the Department. Additionally, if a student-athlete has been removed from an athletic activity he or she must obtain written clearance from a health professional to return to play. The MCDH may request copies of the written clearances obtained by schools or other organizations for review.[footnoteRef:4]	Comment by William Egen: In permanent file for duration of youth’s participation in athletic activity or until age 18. [4:  Retrieved from: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2011-2012/publicact/pdf/2012-PA-0342.pdf and http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2011-2012/publicact/pdf/2012-PA-0343.pdf.] 


· Minnesota: State law requires each school coach and official to undergo an initial online training and a refresher at least once every three years. State statute also instructs that the appropriate sports governing body shall make information available about the nature and risks of concussions to youth athletes and their parents. The Minnesota State High School League utilizes the National Federation of State High School Associations program entitled Anyone Can Save A Life. The program helps schools create emergency action plans.[footnoteRef:5]	Comment by William Egen: Student Response Team part of this approach. In MN the MHSL requires every coach at every level to complete the Anyone Can Save A Life [5:  Retrieved from: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=90&doctype=chapter&year=2011&type=0.] 


· Rhode Island: This state recently updated their law in 2014 to add teachers and nurses to the required list of persons who must take an initial training course and an annual refresher course on concussions and traumatic brain injuries. Furthermore, if a student-athlete is removed from play he or she must obtain written clearance from a licensed physician.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Retrieved from: http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/billtext14/housetext14/h7367.htm.] 


· Nebraska: Last year this state added a section to their existing law on student-athlete concussions to require schools to establish a return-to-learn protocol for students that have sustained a concussion. This protocol must recognize the possible need for informal or formal accommodations, modifications of curriculum, and monitoring by medical or academic staff until the student is fully recovered.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Retrieved from: http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=71-9104.] 


· Massachusetts: This state passed a law in 2010 which includes a section that states: “A coach, trainer or volunteer for an extracurricular athletic activity shall not encourage or permit a student participating in the activity to engage in any unreasonably dangerous athletic technique that unnecessarily endangers the health of a student, including using a helmet or any other sports equipment as a weapon.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Retrieved from: https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2010/Chapter166.] 


· State Youth Concussion Law Requires Training for Coaches, 2014: 
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Youth concussion law requires training for coaches

Twenty states require training for coaches in student athlete concussion recognition and awareness. Virginia Board of Education Guidelines require training for personnel and volunteers, but this requirement is not mandated in the Code of Virginia.[footnoteRef:9] As well, the Virginia High School League (VHSL) requires all coaches of sports teams to take a recognized course providing both education and prevention regarding concussions.  [9:  Retrieved from: http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/traumatic-brain-injuries-among-youth-athletes.aspx.] 
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