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Background on Family Impact 

Seminars (FIS) 

 Virginia 1 of 25 sites in network of states 
conducting Seminars for policy-makers 

 VA joined network in Fall 2007 

 The Family Impact Institute provides technical 
assistance 

Based in Madison, Wisconsin 

Currently funded by W.K. Kellogg Foundation; 
William T. Grant Foundation; and Annie E. 
Casey Foundation 
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The FIS model 
 Obtain input from key state legislators and 

other policy-makers to identify family related 
state-level issues, on an annual basis 

 Locate nonpartisan, solution-oriented 
research and research experts on the policy 
issue 

 Bring in national research experts to 
conduct one-day seminar with briefing 
reports and discussion sessions on the 
identified policy issue 
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Virginia Family Impact Seminars 

 Partnered with the Commission on Youth  

 Conducted seminars on truancy, 
substance abuse, workforce development 
and military families 

 Received funding from the Governor’s 
Office on Substance Abuse Prevention 
(GOSAP), and the Virginia Wounded 
Warrior Program in the VA Department of 
Veterans Services 
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Some Seminar Feedback Data 

 Average attendance between 70 and 100 

 Participants consistently report that they 

Know more about all items after the seminar 

than before 

Find the seminar information to be very 

useful to their particular role, have high 

educational value, and be very relevant to 

their needs and interests.   
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www.familyimpactseminars.org 
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